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Presidentôs Report 

The Federal Government last month released its twelfth budget. 
AMSA was looking for investment in education and training; 
accordingly I was pleased to see the Governmentõs commitment to 
tertiary education with the introduction of a five billion dollar 
Higher Education Endowment Fund. I was not pleased, however, to 
see the removal of the cap on the number of D omestic 
Undergraduate Full-Fee (DUFF) places in Universities. This 
surreptitious move stunned many...  
 
Read More » 

Subscribe to AMSA 

 

Every medical student in Australia is 
automatically a member of the Australian 
Medical Students' Association. However, we 
cannot inform you about "the big issues" 
affecting your education or your future 
career, or any AMSA events or initiatives if 
we don't know how to contact you.  

 

 

Subscribe to AMSA between the 4th of 
May and 21st of September and go into 
the draw to win a Welch Allyn Lithium 
Ion Diagnostic set  RRP $1,186 ex. GST. 
[terms and conditions]  

  

 
 

 
As a subscriber to AMSA you will: 
¶ Receive Panacea, AMSA's official magazine, delivered 

directly to your home address twice a year  
¶ Receive Embolus, AMSA's electronic newsletter delivered 

directly to you inbox each month  
¶ Have access to the AMSA Subscriber Member Benefits 

Program 
¶ Be connected to the peak representative body for the 

12,000 medical students nationwide!  
 
Subscribing to AMSA is easy. In fact you can do it right now! To 
subscribe or find out more go to 
http://www.amsa. org.au/subscribe . 
 

Messages from our Partners 
AMSA would like to thank its Partners for 2007, 
without whom our publications (like Embolus!), 
daily running and events for medical students 
would not be possible. Please take time out to 
follow thei r links and see what they are all about.  
 

 
 

Needing some help planning your elective? As a 
student member of MDA National you have 
exclusive access in Australia to The Electives 
Network, an online da tabase containing over 4000 
hospitals and more than 100 country profiles, 
grants and funding sources, visa and travel 
information. Student membership with MDA 
National is FREE. For more information call 1800 
011 255 (all states) or log on to our website 
www.mdanational.com.au  
 

 
 
UNITED and MDAV will be joining to become Avant 
Mutual Group Limited from 1 July 2007. Weõll be 
at AMSA Convention (our first ôofficialõ Avant 
outing!) and invite you to visit us to check out our 
new look and be among the first to sign up for free 
membership and insurance. If youõre already a 
student member of UNITED and/or MDAV your 
membership will automatically transfer across to  
Avant from 1 July, but we welcome you to visit us 
to say hi and see whatõs new. 
 

 
 

òApplications NOW OPEN.   If youõre interested in 
an elective that will not only challenge your 
medical skills, but challenge your view of the 
world, the MIGA Foundation may be able to assist 
you!  For more details see your AMSA Rep, visit 
www.miga.com.au , or visit us at Convention in 
the MIGA Student Lounge.ó 
 

 
 
Rural, General Practice or Indigenous Health 
clinical placements are now available with 
Northern Territory General Practice Education in 
Australiaõs iconic Northern Territory. Visit 
www.ntgpe.org  to submit an application for a truly 
extraordinary selective or elective without 
spending thousands on the international airfare. 
Places are limited so be quick.  
 

 
 

Are you sick of working and getting university bills? 
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AMSA National Leadership Development Seminar 

10 th -12 th  September, Canberra  
 
- Itching to find an opportun ity to question and debate our 

current politicians?  
- Interested in learning the skills required to become a successful 

leader? 
- Want to know about the medico -political issues facing us 

today?  
If you answered ôyesõ to any of these questions, then AMSAõs 
National Leadership Development Workshop is for you!  
 
Click here to find out more, or go to www.amsa.org.au/nlds.  

Executive Spotlight: Know Your AMSA 

 

Claire Wise - Public Relations Officer  
 
Interests :  
cooking: as long as someone else cleans up. 
wine: drinking it primarily, but also 
telling  anyone who'll listen  that I can 
smell stupid things like menthol,  liquorice  and 
passionfruit (as IF anyone actually tastes that 
stuff in booze... If you can, as  far as I'm 
concerned you're not drinking it fast enough.)  
 
Looking forward to...  
Convention!! I live for it, truly I do. Also 
looking forward to the Spring Racing Carnival, 
finishing my thesis, the season finale of 
grey's... and cracking open a bottle of cab sa v 
the minute I get home tonight (I say cab sav, 
but to be honest anything'll do... I'm not one to 
turn down the odd drop of passion pop).  
 
Email:  publicrelations@amsa.org.au 

 

AMSA News 

03 Jun 2007 
Fee-HELP (costs and surcharges) 
The Australian Government offers a student -loan for DUFF 
students in the form of Fee -HELP. This scheme has a cap of 
$100,000 for medical students, which was increased from $50,000 
in February 2006 to $80,000, and then to its current limit in May of 
the same year. The Fee-HELP loan is subject to an automatic 20 
per cent fee and the total amount then indexed annually at CPI.  
 
AMSA is supportive of an effective Fee-HELP scheme - that offers 
meaningful governmental support to full -fee paying students. 
However it takes issue with excessive government fees and 
charges associated with the service....  
 

Read More » 

 
03 Jun 2007 
Domestic Undergraduate Full -Fee (DUFF) places - UPDATE 
In its twelfth budget, the Howard Government removed the cap on 

Then the Australian Defence Force undergraduate 
sponsorships might be for you! As an ADF 
undergraduate you can study medicine at the 
university of your choice anywhere in Australia and 
receive enormous benefits. For instance, we pay 
you up to $31, 939 plus tuition  and prescribed 
textbooks. To hear about the other benefits visit 
www.defencejobs.com.au/undergrad  

 

 
 

A touch of surf, sand, wine, festivals and 
adventure ð that's what the South Australian 
Department of Health is working towards providing 
delegates at the Convention. We're really  
 looking forward to meeting you all and we are 
working  
towards making this  Convention one of the best 
ever. See you there!  
 

 
 

Protect yourself with MDAV and you could win a 
HP Notebook worth $4000!   
 
Get organised early with MDAV Medical Indemnity 
Insurance for your elective placeme nt and you 
could win a HP Notebook.  
 
This is a special offer for all medical students who 
purchase MDAV medical indemnity insurance.  
 
To go into the draw for this fantastic prize, please 
contact MDAV on 13 MDAV (13 6328) and speak 
with a Member Services Officer to obtain an 
application pack and estimate of your medical 
indemnity insurance.  Visit www.mdav.org/students 

for further competition details and terms and 
conditions of entry.  

 

AMSA Forecast 

Check out what AMSA has planned so 
far!  
 
June 
28th- 30th  June 
- National Council 2 
 
28th  June - 1st July 
- AMSA Developing World 

Conference 

 
 
July  
1st - 8th  July 
- AMSA Convention 
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Domestic Undergraduate Full-fee (DUFF) places. AMSA publicly 
opposed this decision. 
 

Read More » 

 
27 May 2007 
Media Release: AMSA President - Commercialisation of Medical 
Education A Real Threat  
In his address to the delegates of the Australian Medical 
Associationõs (AMA) National Conference today, Australian Medical 
Studentsõ Association (AMSA) National President Mr. Rob Mitchell 
discussed the alarming commercialisation of medical education 
and the ramif ications for Australiaõs healthcare system. 
 
òI am concerned about a loss of values in medical education, and 
what this will mean for the future,ó said Mr. Mitchell. 
 

Read More » 

Embolus Competition  

This monthõs competition tests your knowledge of AMSA history. 
Up for grabs is a Borders Book Voucher (RRP $99)! If you get stuck, 
donõt worry, the answer can be found on www.amsa.org.au   
 
Q: How many times each year does the AMSA (National) Council 
convene? 
 
Donõt miss out! Send your answer to mail@amsa.org.au  
 
Congratulations to Felicity from JCU who won the book voucher 
from mayõs embolus competition!  
 

AMSA Rural and Indigenous Elective Bursaries 

Rural and Indigenous health provides a fantastic opportunity for 
medical students to experience challenging, holistic and hands -on 
medicine in areas of definite need. AMSA recognises and 
encourages students who choose to undertake their elective in a 
rural, remote or Indigenous community and provide three annual 
Rural and Indigenous elective Bursaries to the value of $1000 each 
to help wi th the costs, planning and activities of the elective.  
 
For further information, bursary guidelines and application forms 
for this fantastic opportunity visit www.amsa.org.au  or email 
rural@amsa.org.au.  

 
 
7th  July 
- AMSA Life in the Real World 

Seminar 

 
 
4th  July 
- AMSA National Blood Drive Launch 
 
September  
10th  ð 12th  September 
- AMSA National Leadership 

Development Seminar 
 
29th  September ð 1st October 
- National Council 3  

 

New Drugs: the latest info on your radar   

How do you keep up with the ever-changing 
information about medicines?   

NPS RADAR - Rational Assessment of Drugs and 
Research - provides timely, independent, 
evidence-based information on new drugs, 
research and changes to PBS listings. It's 
published free of charge by the National 
Prescribing Service Limited (NPS), a non-profit 
organisation for the Quality Use of Medicines, 
funded by the Australian Government.  

Each issue is independently reviewed by clinical 
experts, academics and government. Register to 
receive email alerts at www.npsradar.org.au 

AMSA Embolus proudly supported by  

      
 

As an Australian medical student you are receiving this email because you have subscribed to AMSA, have attended one of 
AMSAõs events in the past or are on your local medical societyõs mailing list. 

If you would like to unsubscribe contact your local AMSA Representative or email nc@amsa.org.au. 
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