
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

AMSA Welcomes Coalition’s Medical Workforce and 
Training Proposal 

 
¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ό!a{!ύ Ƙŀǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
election policies for health, in particular those focusing on medical workforce and training. 
 
The Government is committing $145 million over four years for the provision of training positions in both 
general practice (a 50% increase to 900 positions by 2011) and specialist training (a 100% increase to 300 
positions by 2011), as well as the 80% increase in the number of placements for junior doctors to rotate 
into general practice surgeries. 
 
!a{! bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aǊΦ wƻō aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ this plan for the training of the 
medical workforce. I particularly commend the government on their attention to general practice, and the 
expansion of junior doctor placements within the community environment. 
 
ά.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ quarantined capital grant funding for the expansion of 
undergraduate teaching in General Practice.  
 
ά¢ƘŜ Ŝvidence suggests medical students must be exposed to an array of positive experiences in general 
practice early in their undergraduate training if we are to have any success in encouraging them towards 
General Practice as thŜƛǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦέ 
 
άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ tǊŀŎǘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ-quality educational 
environment with resources such as textbooks and computers, and additional consulting rooms for 
students and training doctors,έ said Mr. Mitchell. 
 
With a doubling in the number of medical students anticipated by the year 2012, financial and resource 
commitments cannot come at a more critical time. ά²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǾƛƎƛƭŀƴǘΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
expanding workforce, but also in maintaining the high quality of medical education we deliver in this 
country ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦέ 

 
Friday 2 November 
Media Contact 
Claire Wise     0425 797 972 
AMSA Public Relations Officer  publicrelations@amsa.org.au 

mailto:publicrelations@amsa.org.au

