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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

 

FULL-FEE DEGREES: COUNT THE CONSEQUENCES 

 

Australian Medical Students’ Association (AMSA) President, Mr Rob Mitchell, today supported the 

concerns expressed by the National Union of Students (NUS) and the Australian Law Students’ 

Association (ALSA) over the Government’s decision to remove the cap on full-fee paying university 

places.  

 

“This move has serious ramifications for the future of higher education in Australia. The core issue 

is not just equity of access – there are also deeper implications for the quality of education,” said Mr. 

Mitchell. 

 

“We share the concerns of the NUS and ALSA. The removal of the cap on full-fee paying places 

may pave the way for a reduction in governmental subsidisation of the Australian higher education 

system. Do we want a university system where students are left to fend for themselves under serious 

financial strain? 

 

“Of particular concern to us is the already expanding medical student population. It is inevitable that 

additional full-fee paying places will stretch already saturated clinical teaching resources. 

 

“An influx of full-fee places has the potential to dilute the clinical teaching experience for all 

medical students. 

 

The flow-on effects from the Government’s decision are likely to be significant, Mr Mitchell said. 

 

“More and more Australian students will be slapped with debts of up to $240,000 – a financial strain 

that can, and no doubt will, have a profound effect on students’ wellbeing and performance,” he said. 

 

“And international experience suggests this kind of debt will drive students overseas for more 

lucrative employment, rather than staying in Australia and settling in General Practice and other 

areas of workforce shortage. 

 

“The removal of the full-fee cap not only threatens to overwhelm our existing training resources, but 

also has grave implications for student health and wellbeing, and the future of the medical workforce 

of Australia,” Mr Mitchell said. 

 

 

 

 

15 May 2007 

 

Media Contact 

Claire Wise, AMSA Public Relations Officer   0425 797 972 

     publicrelations@amsa.org.au 

__________________________________________________________________ 


