
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Parties must do more to attract young doctors to rural 
Australia 

   

¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ό!a{!ύ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ 
medical students and junior doctors to work in rural areas. 
 
AMS! bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aǊΦ wƻō aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ άǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎe crisis, 
spanning across both rural and regional Australia.  
 
ά²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǘƛŎŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ ƴŜŜŘΦέ 
 
AMSA is calling on both parties in the lead-up to the federal election to address strategies to recruit and 
retain a medical workforce in these regions. 
 
ά²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
profession. A capital grants fund is needed to develop the infrastructure required for an improved teaching 
environment, and to support GP supervisors. 
 
ά²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎƳŀǊǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ I9/{ wŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ {ŎƘŜƳŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀ 
positive program, requires a greater financial commitment to make it attractive to junior doctors. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ .ƻƴŘŜŘ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ tƭŀŎŜǎ {ŎƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ƴƻ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 
in areas of workforce need. HECS Relief is required if this program is to succeed in its aim to retain young 
ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aǊΦ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΦ 
 
International evidence demonstrates one of the strongest factors enticing students to work in rural areas 
includes positive experiences held early in medical training. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ [ŀōƻǊ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘo expand the John Flynn Scholarship Program is commendable. AMSA is 
calling on the Coalition to match this expansion, and for both parties to increase the number of RAMUS 
scholarships ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦέ 

 

Friday 16th November 
Media Contact 
Claire Wise     0425 797 972 
AMSA Public Relations Officer   publicrelations@amsa.org.au 

mailto:publicrelations@amsa.org.au

